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Abstract 
 

The genus-group and species-group names for all indigenous Cerambycidae from the 
Hawaiian Islands are summarized.  All genus-group names, including synonyms and 
subgenera, are given with their type species.  All species-group names and synonyms, 
specify their original genus.  Citations are presented for each name.  Complete 
bibliographies for all cited references are given.  Indigenous Cerambycidae are treated in the 
first section and a list of adventive or introduced species is provided in a subsequent and 
separate section. 
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Introduction 
 

About 140 taxa of Cerambycidae (species and subspecies) are indigenous to the 
Hawaiian Islands. Nearly all are currently assigned to the genus Plagithmysus Motschulsky, 
1845, (Cerambycinae: Clytini) except for single representatives of Parandrinae and 
Prioninae. 

 
Santos-Silva, Heffern & Matsuda (2010) reviewed the Parandrinae of the Oceanic, 

Australasian, Oriental and Japanese regions and placed the sole Hawaiian represenative of 
this subfamily into its own genus, Hawaiiandra. The conclusion that Hawaiiandra is a distinct 
and monotypic genus was also based on studies of the American Parandrinae.   

 
The Hawaiian Plagithmysus spp. evolved from a single ancestor which probably arrived 

early in the geologic history of the Hawaiian Islands (Gressitt & Davis, 1972).  Based on 
collecting records, each Plagithmysus appears to be endemic to one island (monoinsular 
endemicity) and the larvae of each species is restricted to a particular host plant (Gressitt 
and Davis, 1969 & 1971).  Closely related Plagithmysus species from different islands have 
been associated with closely related plant species.  The first indigenous species described 
from the Hawaiian Islands was Clytus attenuatus Boisduval, 1835. The most recently 
described  species are P. (s.str) hoawae Samuelson, 2006 and P. (Neoclytarlus) kahului 
Samulelson, 2006. Primarily due to habitat loss, some have not been collected in decades 
and may be extinct, like many of the indigenous bird species, especially on Oahu.    

 
Komiya has published numerous revisions of the genera in the prionid tribe 

Aegosomatini, icluding Aegolipton (2005), which he restored to full generic status. Into this 
genus he placed Aegolipton reflexa (Karsch, 1881), the only indigenous Hawaiian prionid 
that is also the largest indigenous cerambycid in the Hawaiian Islands. There are currently 
18 valid species in this genus which are found primarily in Southeast Asia.  This species was 
formerly in the genus Megopis, which contained many species that are now placed in other 
genera. Aegosomatini is most highly evolved in the Oriental region, with species scattered 
from New Caledonia to islands in the Indian Ocean and into the Southern Palaearctic. 
Aegosomatini is absent in the New World, Australian, Papuan, Sub-Saharan African and 
Northern Palaearctic regions.  
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Numerous non-native Cerambycidae are listed, of which some are well established.  

These species are listed in the on-line database from the Bishop Museum, which also has 
comprehensive information on all indigenous species. 

 
http://www2.bishopmuseum.org/HBS/checklist/query.asp?grp=Arthropod 
 
Much of the literature concerning Hawaiian Cerambycidae can be located and freely 

downloaded from the Internet by using a search engine.  The author has many of the 
publications in his private library stored as pdf files which can be supplied to researchers on 
request. 

  
The general format used in this catalog is as follows: 
 

[Genus] [Author], [year]:[page # of description] (type species: Genus species Author, year, 
designation type) 

[Synonym] [Author], [year]:[page # of description] (type species: Genus species Author, 
year, designation type) 

[species] [subspecies] [Author], [year]:[page # of description] [original genus] 
[distribution] 

[synonym] [Author], [year]:[page # of description] [original genus] 
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Summary of Higher Classification of Indigenous Cerambycidae 
 

The subfamilies, tribes, genera and subgenera appear in the following order: 
 

Subfamily Parandrinae 
Tribe Parandrini 

Hawaiiandra 
 
Subfamily Prioninae 

Tribe Aegosomatini 
Aegolipton 

 
Subfamily Cerambycinae 

Tribe Clytini 
Plagithmysus (s. str.) 
Plagithmysus (Aeschrithmysus) 
Plagithmysus (Neoclytarlus) 
Plagithmysus (Nesithmysus) 
Plagithmysus (Paraclytarlus) 
Plagithmysus (Peleithmysus) 

 
 

http://www2.bishopmuseum.org/HBS/checklist/query.asp?grp=Arthropod
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Catalog of Indigenous Cerambycidae from the Hawaiian Islands 
 

Family Cerambycidae 
 

Subfamily Parandrinae 
 

Tribe Parandrini 
 
Hawaiiandra Santos-Silva, Heffern & Matsuda, 2010:53 (type species: Parandra puncticeps Sharp, 1878, 

by original designation) 
puncticeps (Sharp, 1878:202) [Parandra] Hawaii I., Kauai I., Maui I., Molokai I., 

Oahu I. 
 

Subfamily Prioninae 
 

Tribe Aegosomatini 
 
Aegolipton Gressitt, 1940c:22 (type species: Cerambyx marginalis Fabricius, 1775, by original 

designation) 
reflexa (Karsch, 1881:7) [Aegosoma] Hawaii I., Kauai I., Lanai I., Maui I., 

Molokai I., Oahu I. 
 
 

Subfamily Cerambycinae 
 

Tribe Clytini 
 
Plagithmysus Motschulsky, 1845b:369 (type species: Stenopterus pulverulentus Motschulsky, 1845a, by 

monotypy) 
Clytarlus Sharp, 1878:206 (type species: Clytarlus robustus Sharp, 1878 [ = Stenopterus pulverulentus 

Motschulshy, 1845a ], by subsequent designation of Bridwell, 1920) {Note 1} 
Callithmysus Sharp, 1896a:238 (type species: Clytarlus microgaster Sharp, 1879, by original 

designation) 
Neoclytarlus Bridwell, 1920:322 (type species: Clytarlus fragilis Sharp, 1881, by subsequent designation 

of ?) 
Nesithmysus Perkins, 1920:343 (type species: Nesithmysus bridwelli Perkins, 1920, by monotypy) 
Paraclytarlus Perkins, 1927:479 (type species: Plagithmysus (Paraclytarlus) timberlakei Perkins, 1927, 

by original designation) 
Aeschrithmysus Perkins, 1929:261 (type species: Aeschrithmysus terryi Perkins, 1929, by original 

designation) 
Peleithmysus Gressitt, 1972b:636 (type species: Nesithmysus forbesii Perkins, 1921, by original 

designation) 
 
Plagithmysus (Plagithmysus) Motschulsky, 1845 

Clytarlus Sharp, 1878 
Callithmysus Sharp, 1896 
aequalis Sharp, 1896b:273 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
aestivus Sharp, 1896b:272 [Plagithmysus] Molokai I. 
albertisi Sharp, 1897:12 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
attenuatus (Boisduval, 1835:485) [Clytus] Oahu I. 
bilineatus Sharp, 1896a:243 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
bishopi bishopi Sharp, 1896a:242 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
bishopi gracilis Sharp, 1896a:243 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
blackburni (Sharp in Blackburn & Sharp, 1885:195) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
cheirodendri Gressitt & Davis, 1969:334 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
collaris Sharp, 1900:107 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
concolor concolor Sharp, 1896a:241 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
concolor arachnipes Sharp, 1896b:274 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
concolor munroi Sharp, 1900:112 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
cristatus (Sharp, 1878:207) [Clytarlus] Oahu I. 
cuneatus Sharp, 1896a:241 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 

sapindi Perkins, 1933:265 [Plagithmysus] 
darwinianus Sharp, 1896b:271 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
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davisi Swezey, 1946:621 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
decorus Perkins, 1921:500 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
diana Sharp, 1900:107 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
elegans Perkins & Sharp, 1910:648 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
eugeniae Gressitt & Davis, 1974:359 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
finschi (Harold, 1880:166) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 
forbesianus Gressitt, 1972b:639 [Plagithmysus] (replacement name for Plagithmysus forbesii Perkins, 

1927)  Kauai I. 
forbesii Perkins, 1927:471 [Plagithmysus] (pre-occupied by Nesithmysus forbesii Perkins, 

1921) 
fractus Perkins & Sharp, 1910:646 [Plagithmysus] Molokai I. 
frater Perkins, 1921:500 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
funebris Sharp, 1896b:273 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
giffardi Perkins, 1907:96 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
greenwelli Gressitt & Davis, 1970:567 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
hirtipes (Sharp, 1900:113) [Callithmysus] Oahu I. 
hoawae Samuelson, 2006:38 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
ignotus Perkins, 1916:249 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
ilicis Gressitt, 1972a:86 [Plagithmysus] Molokai I. 
kawauae Gressitt & Davis, 1976b:241 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
koae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:340 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
koaiae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:335 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
koebelei (Perkins, 1908:210) [Callithmysus] Oahu I. 
kohalae Perkins, 1927:473 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
kraussi Gressitt & Davis, 1969:339 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
kuhnsi Perkins, 1916:248 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
lamarckianus Sharp, 1900:110 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
lanaiensis Sharp, 1896a:244 [Plagithmysus] Lanai I. 
laui Gressitt, 1972b:645 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
longicollis Perkins, 1927:474 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
mauiensis Gressitt, 1972b:644 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
microgaster (Sharp, 1879:103) [Clytarlus] Oahu I. 
molokaiensis Sharp, 1927:475 [Plagithmysus] Molokai I. 
muiri Perkins, 1927:476 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
newelli Sharp, 1896a:240 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
nicotianae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:338 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
nihoae Perkins, 1926:53 [Plagithmysus] Nihoa I. 
paludis Perkins, 1927:472 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
perkinsi Sharp, 1896a:244 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
permundus Sharp, 1900:105 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
perrottetiae Gressitt & Davis, 1971:71 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
pipturi Gressitt, 1972b:639 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
pittospori Gressitt, 1972a:85 [Plagithmysus] Lanai I. 
platydesmae Perkins, 1920:345 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
polystictus Perkins, 1933:266 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
pulverulentus (Motschulsky, 1845a:41) [Stenopterus] Oahu I. 

robustus Sharp, 1878:206 [Clytarlus] 
pulvillatus (Karsch, 1881:9) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 
rebeccae Gressitt, 1972b:643 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
rubi Perkins, 1931:415 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
sharpianus Perkins, 1927:475 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
simillimus Perkins, 1931:415 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
simplicollis Perkins & Sharp, 1910:648 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
solitarius Sharp, 1896a:241 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
speculifer Sharp, 1896b:272 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
sugawai Gressitt & Davis, 1971:72 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
sulphurescens Sharp, 1896b:271 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
swezeyi Perkins, 1920:344 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
ukulele Gressitt, 1972a:87 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
urerae Gressitt & Davis, 1976a:238 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 



Catalog of Hawaiian Cerambycidae 
 

 5

varians Sharp, 1896a:245 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
vicinus Sharp, 1896a:243 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
vitticollis vitticollis Sharp, 1896a:240 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
vitticollis longulus Sharp, 1896a:240 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
 

Plagithmysus (Aeschrithmysus) Perkins, 1929:261 
dubautianus (Gressitt & Davis, 1969:332) [Aeschrithmysus] Maui I. 
swezeyanus Gressitt & Davis, 1971:71 [Plagithmysus] (replacement name for Aeschrithmysus swezeyi 

Perkins, 1929)  Maui I. 
swezeyi  Perkins, 1929:262 [Aeschrithmysus] (pre-occupied by Plagithmysus swezeyi Perkins, 1920) 

terryi (Perkins, 1929:261) [Aeschrithmysus] Maui I. 
yoshimotoi Gressitt & Davis, 1969:343 [Plagithmysus] Maui I 
 

Plagithmysus (Neoclytarlus) Bridwell, 1920:322 
abnormis (Sharp, 1900:102) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
acaciae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:351 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
akoko Gressitt & Davis, 1976a:239 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
atricolor (Perkins, 1933:266) [Neoclytarlus] Hawaii I. 
bidensae Gressitt, 1972a:89 [Plagithmysus] Molokai 
chenopodii (Perkins, 1938:59) [Neoclytarlus] Oahu I. 
claviger (Sharp, 1900:101) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
debilis (Sharp, 1900:99) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
decurrensae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:347 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
dodonaeae (Swezey, 1946:621) [Neoclytarlus] Hawaii I. 
dodonaeavorus Gressitt, 1972a:90 [Plagithmysus] Molokai 
dubautiae dubautiae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:352 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
dubautiae arboreae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:354 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
euphorbiae (Bridwell, 1920:323) [Neoclytarlus] Oahu I. 
filipes filipes (Sharp in Blackburn & Sharp, 1885:196) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
filipes sophorae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:350 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
fragilis (Sharp, 1881:534) [Clytarlus] Oahu I. 
geranii (Perkins, 1931:417) [Neoclytarlus] Maui I. 
hardyi Gressitt, 1972a:87 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
hoikuahiwi Gressitt & Davis, 1974:362 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
immundus Perkins & Sharp, 1910:646 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
indecens (Perkins, 1920:346) [Clytarlus] Oahu I. 
jacobii Gressitt & Davis, 1974:361 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
kahului Samuelson, 2006:41 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
kainaluensis (Perkins, 1931:418) [Neoclytarlus] Molokai I. 
longipes (Sharp, 1900:103) [Clytarlus] Kauai I. 
lookii lookii (Swezey, 1947:101) [Neoclytarlus] Hawaii I. 
lookii keanakolui Gressitt & Davis, 1969:344 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
lookii ukae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:344 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
medeirosi Samuelson & Davis, 1986:125 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
mediocris (Sharp, 1900:99) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 
metrosideri Gressitt & Davis, 1969:346 [Plagithmysus] Kauai I. 
mezoneuri (Swezey, 1946:623) [Neoclytarlus] Hawaii I. 
modestus (Sharp, 1879:104) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 
montgomeryi Gressitt & Davis, 1971:73 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
nodifer (Sharp, 1900:102) [Clytarlus] Hawaii I. 
obscurus (Sharp, 1900:100) [Clytarlus] Kauai I. 
pennatus (Sharp, 1881:532) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 
pulchrior (Perkins, 1927:482) [Neoclytarlus] Hawaii I. 
railliardiae (Perkins, 1931:416) [Neoclytarlus] Maui I. 
rusticus Gressitt & Davis, 1969:348 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
smilacis (Perkins, 1927:484) [Neoclytarlus] Maui I. 
smilacivorus Gressitt, 1972a:88 [Plagithmysus] Lanai I. 
superstes (Zimmerman, 1940:479) [Neoclytarlus] Oahu I. 
ultimus (Perkins & Sharp, 1910:645) [Clytarlus] Oahu I. 
usingeri Gressitt & Davis, 1969:345 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
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wattleae Gressitt & Davis, 1969:355 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
 

Plagithmysus (Nesithmysus) Perkins, 1920:343 
bridwelli (Perkins, 1920:343) [Nesithmysus] Oahu I. 
peleanus Gressitt & Davis, 1971:70 [Plagithmysus] Molokai I. 
swezeyellus Gressitt, 1972a:84 [Plagithmysus] (replacement name for Nesithmysus swezeyi Perkins, 

1920)  Maui I. 
swezeyi Perkins, 1927:485 [Nesithmysus] (pre-occupied by Plagithmysus swezeyi Perkins, 1920) 

sylvai Gressitt, 1972b:637 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
 
Plagithmysus (Paraclytarlus) Perkins, 1927:479 

annectans (Sharp, 1900:104) [Clytarlus] Kauai I. 
laticollis (Sharp, 1900:101) [Clytarlus] Maui I. 

fugitivus Perkins, 1927:483 [Neoclytarlus] 
pipturicola Perkins, 1927:481 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
podagricus Perkins, 1927:482 [Plagithmysus] Hawaii I. 
timberlakei Perkins, 1927:480 [Plagithmysus] Oahu I. 
 

Plagithmysus (Peleithmysus) Gressitt, 1972b:636 
alani Gressitt, 1972b:636 [Plagithmysus] Maui I. 
forbesi (Perkins, 1921:503) [Nesithmysus] Maui I. 
haasi (Perkins, 1921:504) [Nesithmysus] Oahu I. 
peleae (Gressitt & Davis,1971:67) [Nesithmysus] Molokai I 

 
 
 

Catalog Notes 
 
1) Sharp (1878) described the genus Clytarlus along with two species: C. robustus and C. cristatus. Sharp 

(1896:238) subsequently designated Clytarlus fragilis Sharp. 1881, as the type species of Clytarlus. 
Since C. fragilis was not one of the original species included with the description of Clytarlus, its 
designation as type species is invalid.  

 
 
 

Questionable Record 
 

This single record by Breuning is probably a mis-labeled specimen or an introduced species. 
 

Subfamily Lamiinae 
Tribe Apomecynini 

Falsoropica hawaiana Breuning, 1982c:10 [Falsoropica] “Hawaiian Islands” 
 

 
 

List of Non-Native Cerambycidae from the Hawaiian Islands 
 
Included in this section are non-native species which have been collected in the 

Hawaiian Islands. See: 
http://www2.bishopmuseum.org/HBS/checklist/query.asp?grp=Arthropod   Some may not be 
fully established.  It does not include species captured at a port of entry. 

 
 

Subfamily Prioninae 
Tribe Ergatini 

 
Trichocnemis spiculatus spiculatus (LeConte)   Maui, Oahu; Native to: USA; Canada 
 

Subfamily Cerambycinae 
 Tribe Xystrocerini 

Xystrocera globosa (Olivier) Hawaii, Kauai, Oahu; Native to: SE Asia; 
Borneo; Sumatra; New Guinea; Australia 

http://www2.bishopmuseum.org/HBS/checklist/query.asp?grp=Arthropod
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Tribe Phoracanthini 

Phoracantha semipunctata (Fabricius)  Kauai, Oahu; Native to: Australia; also 
introduced to SE Asia; Europe; USA; Chile; 
Africa 

 
Tribe Callidiopini 

Ceresium unicolor (Fabricius) Hawaii, Kauai, Lanai, Maui, Midway, Molokai, 
Niihau, Oahu; Native to: Asia 

Curtomerus flavus (Fabricius) Hawaii, Lanai, Maui, Oahu; Native to: 
Caribean region 

Gelonaetha hirta (Fabricius)  Kauai, Oahu; Native to: SE Asia 
 

Tribe Callidiini 
Phymatodes nitidus LeConte Hawaii; Native to: North America 
 

Tribe Clytini 
Chlorophorus annularis (Fabricius)  Hawaii, Oahu; Native to: Asia; widely 

distributed by commerce. 
Placosternus crinicornis (Chevrolat)  Hawaii, Kahoolawe, Kauai, Maui, 

Molokai, Oahu; Native to: Central 
America 

 
Subfamily Lamiinae 

Tribe Lamiini 
Plagiohammus spinipennis (J. Thomson) Hawaii, Maui, Oahu; Native to: Central 

America 
 

Tribe Batocerini 
Batocera davidis Fairmaire Oahu; Native to:  Asia 
Batocera lineolata Chevrolat Oahu; Native to: Asia 
 

Tribe Mesosini 
Coptops aedificator (Fabricius) Maui, Oahu; Native to: Africa 
 

Tribe Apomecynini 
Apomecyna saltator (Fabricius) Hawaii, Kauai, Mauai, Oahu; Native to: 

SE Asia 
Oopsis nutator (Fabricius) Oahu; Native to: SE Asia; Oceania 
Sybra alternans (Wiedemann) Hawaii, Kauai, Lanai, Midway, Molokai, 

Maui, Oahu; Native to: SE Asia 
 

Tribe Pteropliini 
Prosoplus bankii (Fabricius)  Hawaii, Kauai, Molokai, Niihau, Oahu; 

Also recorded from: Borneo; Sumatra; 
Java; New Guinea; Australia; Marianas; 
Philippines; Vietnam 

Pterolophia bigibbera Newman Kauai, Oahu; Native to: SE Asia 
 

Tribe Acanthocinini 
 
Lagocheirus araneiformis (Linné) Oahu; Native to: Central America 
Lagocheirus funestus (J. Thomson) Hawaii, Oahu; Native to: Central 

America 
Lagocheirus obsoletus us Thomson Hawaii, Kauai, Maui, Molokai, Oahu; 

Native to: Central America 
 

Tribe Desmiphorini 
 
Mimectatina meridianus (Matsushita) Oahu; Native to: Asia 

 
Tribe Aerenicini 

  
Aerenicopsis championi Bates Hawaii; Native to: Neotropics 
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